














































































































































































































































































































POONA AND ITS BATTLEFIELDS

~of pilgrims. A little beyond this point the
lowest of the four gateways, storied one above
the other, is reached. These gateways have
powerful flanking bastions and gun platforms,
and must have formed a stupendous series of
obstacles for any hostile force to overcome.

The Spur at Lohgarh with Sheikh Avalia’s Spear-hole.

The little plateau below the gateways, now
covered with trees and jungle, was the site of
the “ pettah ”” belonging to both forts, as the
many plinths found about here would go to
prove. At the top, and close to the highest
gateway, stands a picturesque ruined cenotaph
in honour of Aurangzeb and one of his wives,
' 95 ;
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and all around are plinths of dismantled
buildings and caves and water-cisterns, exca-
vated originally by Buddhist monks who were
the first to make a use of this hill about the
second century B.c. The hill-top is spacious
and commands most superb views in every

Aurangzeb’s ruined Cenotaph at Lohgarh.

direction, the most remarkable of which is
seen from the north, and where one looks down
on to the long rock known as the Scorpion’s
Tail, which with its precipitous sides juts out
1200 yards from the main hill, and had a
powerful battery arranged for at the extreme
end called the * Scorpion’s Sting.” This rock
96 -
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is only some 30 yards or so wide, and is pro-
tected by masonry parapets, and the guns
commanded - the entire country-side in this
direction. A little below the highest point of
the hill is to be seen a huge masonry water-tank
built by Nana Farnavis when he owned the

View looking down on the ** Scorpion’s Tail ” Rock.

fort. Colonel Prothero’s troops emptied it in
their search for treasure, and as they never
closed up the drain it has remained dry since.
Both of these forts, which are among the
most ancient in the Deccan, have seen stirring
times, but most of their defenc;‘s‘ were de-
molished about 1848 and the guns removed.
On the open ground close to Nana’s tank, which
: 97
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used to be the old artillery park, one can still
see bits of guns and stone cannon halls hidden
in the grass. Here the famous sea pirate
Angria in 1713 made one of his most famous
and startling feats, when, after a rapid march
through the Konkan hills, he besieged and
assaulted Lohgarh and captured Byroo Punt
the Peishwa within. The last of this nest of
pirates which had harried the west coast for
years was, as stated before, stamped out by
Admiral Watson and Clive with a strong force
in February 1756. The fort was improved and
strengthened by French engineers, and was
besieged and bombarded in early 1818 by a
force under Colonel Prothero consisting of
strong detachments of the 2/4th and 1/6th and
1/9th Bombay Infantry, 17th Dragoons, and
some details of native cavalry and infantry,
with 7 mortars and 4 heavy guns. In March
1818 these- arrived under Lohgarh, and a little
later were reinforced by detachments of the 2/6th
and 2/1st Native Infantry and 800 men of
89th Foot. A little skirmishing took place to
drive in the hostile outposts, and before the
guns could open the smaller fort of Vizapur
gave in. Batteries were then pushed against
the main fort of Lohgarh, which surrendered
after a short bombardment, when several
98
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buildings were set on fire and the magazine
exploded. As one climbs over these precipitous
hills one cannot but be filled with wonder at
the way big guns weré hauled up seemingly
impossible heights and got into position. Till
1846 a Commandant and a British garrison
were stationed here, after which it was aban-
doned as a military post.

It was to this fort that Wellesley paid a visit,
climbing with his staff from Lonavli to inter-
view in 1803 the widow of Nana Farnavis,
Bhaji’s famous Minister.! The object of the
General’s visit was to arrange for her pension,
as a gracious act in view of the way the Minister
had used his influence in favour of the English ;
and an old record states that she eventually
drew a far larger pension from the Bombay
Government, viz. Rs.1200 a month, than she
was properly entitled to, owing to the General
having found her exceedingly comely ! In fact
her name is the only one mentioned with any
admiration by Wellesley of all the ladies he
came across in Bombay or the Decean, when
in one of his despatches he wrote: ‘ She is

1 Of this remarkable official of the last of the Peishwas
Elphinstone records that he was the “ ablest of Indian adminis-
trators, and had he possessed military talents equal to his civil

capacity, he might have founded a new dynasty.” He died in
March 1800.
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-very fair and very handsome, and wel] deserves
to be the object of a treaty.”
A little touch of human nature which we

are not usually accustomed to connect with the
Iron Duke.

THE END
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